The First Annual MLK2027 Oratory Tournament
Speak Up!
Fourth and fifth-grade students from the Phoenix area will gather on Saturday, January 16, 2027, to reimagine Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s call for hope at the first annual MLK Jr. Oratory Competition. The event will be held in Phoenix. Multiple students will share original speeches responding to the question: “As a student of Dr. King’s life, in what ways does your generation reflect his message of hope for the world today?”
The MLK2027 Oratory Tournament is a round-robin, single-elimination contest for 4th- and 5th-grade elementary students in the Phoenix area.
One student from each grade will be crowned the winner and will receive a $100 gift card. Second and third-place winners will also receive awards.
Participants will begin delivering speeches during qualifying rounds in September 2026. Winners of that round will advance to the semifinals; participants from there will be selected for the final round on January 16, 2026.
Qualifying speeches must meet the minimal threshold of 3 minutes and not exceed 5 minutes. Speeches must be delivered orally and memorized.
Speeches must be original and should demonstrate an understanding of Dr. King’s principles. The speeches will be evaluated on originality, delivery, stage presence, content, and memorization. Local business and community leaders will serve as judges for the event.
“Dr. King’s legacy continues to inspire new generations of youth. His message of hope and unity is endemic to our community. This event provides a purposeful platform for students to bring that message to life in a positive and competitive environment and to also find their own voice in that process,” said Pastor W. Eric Croomes, chairperson of the event.

Contact Pastor W. Eric Croomes for more information about the MLK2027 Oratorical Contest: 214.493.2875 or info@pastorwericcroomes.com Also visit Croomes Consulting Group on Facebook. 



